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Eric Thomas CowleyName: Sex: M

AKA:

Birth Date: Place:Abt 1892 Brighton, Sussex 1

Chr. Date: Place:

Death Date: Place:13 Jun 1917 London 2

Burial Date: Place:

Cause of Death: Shock, haemorrhage, severe injuries to the body by explosions of bombs dropped by
enemy airmen.

Events

1 Occupation:  Electrician London. Occupation recorded on death certificate.

2 Inquest: 15-18 Jun 1917. Coroner for London: F.J. Walds

Father: Francis Cowley (Abt 1837-1903) 

Mother: Charlotte Louisa Woolley (Abt 1849-1930) 

Spouse: *Catherine Spry (Abt 1893 -           )  

Marr. Date: Place:1915 Lambeth, London 3

Death Notes: 

I have long been fascinated by the tale that Grandpa Cowley's brother, Eric, was killed in an air raid on
London during the first world war. I traced Eric on the Ancestry.com web site and sent for a copy of his
death certificate. It makes very sad, but fascinating reading. He was "found dead on 13th June 1917
at Barretts Foundry, Beech Court" in London City. There was an inquest on 15th and 18th June and
the cause of death was recorded as "Shock, haemorrhage, severe injuries to the body by explosions
of bombs dropped by enemy airmen". He was just 26 years old.
 
A further search on the Internet showed that this was in fact the first large-scale daylight air raid on
London during WW1 by aircraft, not Zeppelins. The Gotha bomber was produced in the autumn of
1916 when the limitations of the Zeppelin as a raider had become obvious. The German High
Command ordered that 30 Gotha bombers were to be ready for a daylight raid on London on February
1, 1917, but the machines were not ready until May. The first daylight raid on London was carried out
by 14 Gothas on June 13, 1917. 162 people were killed in the raid and 432 injured. These casualties
represented nearly 20% of all those caused in Britain by aeroplanes between 1914 and 1918.
 
There was obviously much outrage about the number of casualties and the apparent lack of warning
to the civilian population, and questions were asked in parliament.  Click on the link below to read the
Hansard report for 19 June 1917 -
 
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1917/jun/19/enemy-air-raids
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